MULTILATERAL SYMPOSIUMS

1997
 Symposium 97
1997 BXA Update Symposium, Washington, DC, July 7 - 11, 1997. The Symposium brought together 40 international export control officials from 16 countries with their U.S. counterparts and U.S. business representatives in a symposium that addressed the threat to regional and world security from the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. This Symposium focused on enforcement and enforcement controls.
1998
 Symposium 98
Fifth Annual Symposium for Foreign Export Control Officials, Washington, DC, July 6-10, 1998.  Senior export control officials from twenty-two countries attended, including, for the first time, representatives from Central Asian and Transcaucus countries. The theme of this year's program was "National Support of International Control Regimes" and featured presentations on the organizational goals and benefits of membership or adherence by representatives of the Missile Technology Control Regime, the Nuclear Supplier Group, the Australia Group, and the Wassenaar Arrangement. Representatives from the US Government exporting community discussed how their agencies benefit from regime information exchange. In addition, each country gave presentations on current developments in their national export systems.

1999 
Central Asia and Caucasus 
Third Regional Forum on Export Control and Nonproliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction for Central Asian and Caucasian Countries, Astana, Kazakhstan, November 10-12, 1998 (FY99). The US and Kazakhstan co-hosted at Astana, Kazakhstan, a forum for 8 Central Asian and Caucasian countries (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kyrgyz Republic, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Turkey, and Uzbekistan). The forum focused on a regional approach to nonproliferation and export controls in the major functional areas of export control systems -- the legal and regulatory framework, licensing procedures, enforcement mechanisms, and industry-government outreach.  

1999 
Symposium 99 
Sixth Annual Symposium for International Export Control Officials, Washington, DC, July 12-16, 1999. Senior export control officials from twenty-three countries attended this years Annual Symposium.  The program, which incorporated attendance at pertinent portions of the Update "99" program, addressed the operating procedures for compliance with export control laws and regulations that are essential to establishing and maintaining an effective national export control system.  Topics included the roles of brokers, freight forwarders, and shippers in export control trade. It . Participating countries included Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Estonia, Georgia, Hungary, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Latvia, Lithuania, Moldova, Poland, Romania, Russia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, and Uzbekistan. Observers from India attended as well. 

1999 
North America and Europe 
North American/European Conference on Export Controls, Oxford, United Kingdom, September 28-30, 1999.  BXA led an interagency US delegation to the first North American/European Conference on Export Controls in Oxford, United Kingdom. The conference considered the efficacy of the global export control system, assessed efforts to assist the nations of the former Soviet Union and Central Europe to establish national export control programs, and developed recommendations to the governments of participating nations for strengthening and making more effective the global export control system.. Participating countries included Albania, Austria, Bulgaria, Canada, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, the European Union, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Sweden, United Kingdom, and the United States. Representatives from the Wassenaar Arrangement, the Australia Group and the Nuclear Suppliers Group multilateral control regimes also attended. 

2000 
Caucasus, Central Asia, and Turkey 
Fourth Regional Forum on Export Controls and Nonproliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction, Tbilisi, Georgia, November 15-17, 1999 (FY00). The United States and Georgia co-hosted this forum, which had approximately 100 attendees.  Senior officials from the attending countries discussed export control issues, particularly the problems of transshipment, and suggested numerous steps for future regional cooperation. The format was a mixture of plenary sessions and smaller expert group sessions, one of which produced an Agreement on the Principles of Regional Transshipment. Participating countries included Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic, Tajikistan, Turkey, and Uzbekistan.  Moldova and Ukraine attended as observers.  

2000 
South Central Europe 
South Central Europe Regional Nonproliferation Conference, Sofia, Bulgaria, December 14-15, 1999 (FY00).  Under the auspices of the Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe, the US and Bulgarian governments co-hosted this nonproliferation conference. The conference sought to increase cooperation and coordination among countries in the region in order to prevent illegal arms flows, as well as to develop effective arms and dual-use export control systems. Policy and export control officials from the countries of Central and Southeast Europe (Albania, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Hungary, Macedonia, Moldova, Poland, Slovakia, Slovenia, and Turkey), as well as Canada, the Organization for Security and Co-operation in
