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Summary  

 

Imports and exports reported by U.S. Census Bureau1 

 

In 2022, both U.S. exports to Japan and imports from Japan continued to grow for a third year in a row. U.S. 

exports totaled $80.3 billion, an increase of 7.7% ($5.8 billion), and U.S. imports totaled $148.3 billion, an 

increase of 10.0% ($13.5 billion).  The trade deficit was $68.0 billion, increasing 12.8% ($7.7 billion) from 2021. 

In 2022, 3.9% of total U.S. global exports of $2.1 trillion were exported to Japan and 4.6% of total U.S. imports 

of $3.2 trillion from all countries were imported from Japan. 

 

In 2022, $14.9 billion of U.S. exports of agricultural products to Japan represented 7.7% of U.S. global exports 

of those commodities.   

 

In 2022, U.S. exports of arms and ammunition to Japan decreased significantly from $546.2 million in 2021 to 

$269.6 million, a decrease of 50%. 

 

In 2022, $57.7 billion of U.S. imports of machinery and mechanical appliances from Japan constituted 6.2% of 

the total U.S. imports of those commodities.   

 

BIS export data2 

  

In 2022, U.S. exports to Japan shipped under a BIS license exception totaled $1.3 billion, an increase of 30.7% 

from $986.1 million in 2021. 

 

In 2022, the top license exception utilized under the Export Administration Regulations (EAR) was Strategic 

Trade Authorization (STA). Exports made with an STA license exception totaled $553.4 million, accounting for 

42.9% of all global exports made under license exceptions. This was was followed by Encryption Commodities 

& Software (ENC) ($414.9 million; 32.2%), and Governments, International Organizations, International 

Inspections Under the Chemical Weapons Convention, and the International Space Station (GOV) ($215.1 

million; 16.7%). 

 

  

 
1 Export data in this section refers to trade in “goods” as defined by the U.S. Census: “Merchandise, supplies, raw materials, and 

products or any other item identified by a Harmonized System (HS) code.” Such data does not capture trade in technologies (e.g., 

exports  made as transmissions or transfers); nor does it capture reexports of US-origin goods or technologies from another country  

Nor does it include deemed exports or reexports. https://www.census.gov/foreign-trade/reference/definitions/index.html#goods.     
2 Export data in this section is derived from Automated Export System (AES) filings. Data in this section refers to the export of 

commodities, software, and technology subject to the Export Administration Regulations (EAR) and regulated as “items.” The data 

includes exports whether made under a license or a license exception. Such data does not capture trade in technologies (e.g., exports 

made as transmissions or transfers), nor does it capture reexports of US-origin goods from a third country. Nor does it include deemed 

exports or deemed reexports. 

https://www.census.gov/foreign-trade/reference/definitions/index.html#goods
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BIS licensing data3 

In 2022, the number of export license applications for Japan, excluding applications for deemed4 exports, 

amounted to 3.9% of total applications worldwide. 

 

In 2022, for applications involving commodities, software, and technology (excluding deemed exports of 

technology and source code to Japanese nationals in the U.S. or made as deemed reexports in a third country), 

BIS reviewed 1,566 export license applications valued at $2.0 billion for Japan. Of these applications, BIS 

approved 1,430 applications for Japan valued at $1.7 billion with an approval rate of 91.4%. BIS denied only 

one license application for Japan. The remainder were returned without action (RWA). 

 

In 2022, BIS reviewed 14 applications for deemed exports involving Japanese nationals, representing 1.0% of 

total deemed export applications worldwide. Thirteen of these applications were approved and one was RWAed 

(an approval rate of 92.9%).   
 

In 2022, the top approved Export Control Classification Numbers (ECCNs) on licenses for Japan were 9A610 

for Military Aircraft and Related Commodities with 386 approvals, followed by 3A611 for Military Electronics 

with 243 approvals, and 3E611 for Technology Required for Military Electronics with 126 approvals.  

 

In 2022, the average processing time for applications involving Japan was 17 calendar days. 
 
  

 
3 Licensing data in this section is drawn from BIS internal systems. Data pertains to applications for export and/or reexport licenses 

and their associated outcomes. Reexport and export licenses and applications are not differentiated in this report; therefore, references 

to export licenses or applications should be interpreted as inclusive of reexport licenses and applications as well. All licensing figures 

include cases of deemed export and/or deemed reexport, unless otherwise noted. 
4 Deemed exports are defined in 734.13(b) of the EAR: “Any release in the United States of “technology” or source code to a foreign 

person is a deemed export to the foreign person's most recent country of citizenship or permanent residency.” 

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-15/subtitle-B/chapter-VII/subchapter-C/part-734/section-734.13 

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-15/subtitle-B/chapter-VII/subchapter-C/part-734/section-734.13
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I. Total U.S. trade in goods with Japan5  

 
In 2022, both U.S. exports to Japan and imports from Japan continued to grow for a third year in a row. U.S. 

exports totaled $80.3 billion, an increase of 7.7% ($5.8 billion), and U.S. imports totaled $148.3 billion, an 

increase of 10.0% ($13.5 billion) from 2021. The trade deficit was $68.0 billion, an increase of 12.8% ($7.7 

billion) from 2021.   

 
 

In 2022, the level of U.S. exports to Japan and U.S. imports from Japan in goods, merchandise, and 

commodities as well as the trade deficit with Japan all exceeded the prior five-year average level by value (not 

adjusted for inflation).   

 

 

 
5 Export data in this section refers to trade in “goods” as defined by the U.S. Census: “Merchandise, supplies, raw materials, and 

products or any other item identified by a Harmonized System (HS) code.” Such data does not capture trade in technologies (e.g., 

exports  made as transmissions or transfers); nor does it capture reexports of US-origin goods or technologies from another country  

Nor does it include deemed exports or reexports. https://www.census.gov/foreign-trade/reference/definitions/index.html#goods.     

https://www.census.gov/foreign-trade/reference/definitions/index.html#goods


                      FOR PUBLIC RELEASE 
                                         Analysis of U.S. Trade with Japan 

2022 

 

 
 

4 

 

In 2022, of $80.3 billion in U.S. exports to Japan, the top commodity sectors were chemicals, plastics, 

rubber, and leather goods (21.3% of the total exports to the country), agriculture products (18.6% of such 

total), and oil, minerals, lime, and cement (17.6% of such total). 

In 2022, of $148.3 billion in U.S. imports from Japan, the top commodity sectors were machinery and 

mechanical appliances (38.9% of the total U.S imports from the country), transportation equipment (30.3% 

of such total) and chemicals, plastics, rubber, and leather goods (14.0% of such total). 

 

 
 

 

In 2022, 3.9% of total U.S. global exports of $2.1 trillion were exported to Japan and 4.6% of total U.S. imports 

of $3.2 trillion from all countries were imported from Japan. 

 

Exports 

In 2022, $14.9 billion of U.S. exports of agricultural products to Japan represented 7.7% of U.S. global exports 

of those commodities.  Additionally, $17.1 billion of exports of chemicals, plastics, rubber, and leather goods 

represented 5.0%, and $14.2 billion of oil, minerals, lime, and cement represented 3.6% of U.S. global exports 

of those commodities. 

 

Imports 

In 2022, $57.7 billion of U.S. imports of machinery and mechanical appliances from Japan constituted 6.2% of 

the total U.S. imports of those commodities. Additionally, $45.0 billion of imports of transportation equipment 

represented 12.6%, and the $20.8 billion of imports of chemicals, plastics, rubber, and leather goods represented 

4.4% of the global U.S. imports of those commodities. 

 

U.S. Exports to Japan in Arms and Ammunition   

In 2022, U.S. exports of arms and ammunition to Japan decreased significantly from $546.2 million in 2021 to 

$269.6 million, a decrease of 50%. 
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II. U.S. Exports to Japan Subject to BIS Export Controls6 
 

In 2022, of the $80.3 billion7 in U.S. exports to Japan:  

• $471.7 million, or 0.6% of the total value, were exported under a BIS license;  

• $1.3 billion, or 1.6% of the total value, were exported under a BIS license exception;  

• $7.0 billion, or 8.8%, were exported under No License Required (NLR) reporting an ECCN8; 

• $46.7 million, or 0.1%, were exported under NLR for 600-series. y subparagraph items9;  

• $0.4 million, or 0.0005%, were exported under NLR for 0A501. y subparagraph Firearms items.10 

 

For comparison, globally: 

• 0.4% of U.S. exports by dollar value were exported under a BIS license;  

• 0.8% were exported under a BIS license exception; 

• 9.6% of exports were exported under NLR reporting an ECCN; 

• 0.02% of exports were exported under NLR for 600-series. y subparagraph items; 

• 0.001% of exports were exported under NLR for 0A501. y subparagraph Firearms items. 

 

 

 

 
6 Unless otherwise specified, export data in this section is derived from Automated Export System (AES) filings. Data in this section 

refers to the export of commodities, software, and technology subject to the Export Administration Regulations (EAR) and regulated 

as “items.” The data includes exports whether made under a license or a license exception. Such data does not capture trade in 

technologies (e.g., exports made as transmissions or transfers), nor does it capture reexports of US-origin goods from a third country. 

Nor does it include deemed exports or deemed reexports.  
7 This figure is reported by the U.S. Census Bureau. “Total exports” refers to “goods” as defined by the U.S. Census: “Merchandise, 

supplies, raw materials, and products or any other item identified by a Harmonized System (HS) code.” Such data does not capture 

trade in technologies (e.g., exports and imports made as transmissions or transfers), nor does it capture reexports of US-origin goods 

from another country  https://www.census.gov/foreign-trade/reference/definitions/index.html#goods.   

8 Line items reported in AES as license type C33 with an ECCN. Excludes items classified as EAR99. 
9 Line items reported in AES as 9x515 subparagraph .y or “600 series”, and shipped under license type C60 and license number DY6. 
10 Line items reported in AES as 0A501 subparagraph .y and shipped under license type code C63, and license number YFA. 

https://www.census.gov/foreign-trade/reference/definitions/index.html#goods
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In 2022, U.S. exports to Japan made under a BIS license exception totaled $1.3 billion, an increase of 30.7% 

from $986.1 million in 2021.   
   

  
In 2022, the top license exception, Strategic Trade Authorization (STA), totaled at $553.4 million (42.9% of all 

license exceptions for Japan), followed by Encryption Commodities & Software (ENC), totaled at $414.9 

million (32.2%), and Governments, international organizations, international inspections under the Chemical 

Weapons Convention, and the International Space Station (GOV), totaled at $215.1 million (16.7%). 

  

  
 

STA: Strategic Trade Authorization 

ENC: Encryption Commodities & Software 

GOV: Governments, international organizations, international inspections under the Chemical Weapons 

Convention, and the International Space Station 

RPL: Servicing and replacement of parts and equipment 

TMP: Temporary imports, exports, reexports, and transfers (in-country) 
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In 2022, U.S. exports to Japan shipped under BIS license exception STA totaled $553.4 million, a 35.3% 

increase from $408.9 million in 2021.   
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III. BIS Licensing Involving Japan11  

 

In 2022, the number of export license applications for Japan, excluding applications for deemed exports and 

reexports, amounted to 3.9% of total applications worldwide. 

 

In 2022, for applications involving commodities, software, and technology (excluding deemed exports and 

reexports of technology and source code to Japanese nationals in the U.S. or in a third country), BIS reviewed 

1,566 export/re-export license applications valued at $2.0 billion for Japan, compared to 39,040 applications 

worldwide valued at $335.5 billion. BIS denied only one license application. BIS approved 1,430 applications 

valued at $1.7 billion with an approval rate of 91.4%, compared to 34,062 approvals worldwide and valued at 

$225.6 billion with an approval rate of 84.1%. 

 
 

 

 
11 Licensing data in this section is drawn from BIS internal systems. Data pertains to applications for export and/or reexport licenses 

and their associated outcomes. Reexport and export licenses and applications are not differentiated in this report; therefore, references 

to export licenses or applications should be interpreted as inclusive of reexport licenses and applications as well. All licensing figures 

include cases of deemed exports and/or deemed reexports, unless otherwise noted. 
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In 2022, BIS reviewed 14 applications for deemed exports or reexports involving Japanese nationals, 

representing 1.0% of total deemed export or reexport applications worldwide.  BIS approved 13 of these 

applications and returned one without action (an approval rate of 92.9%).   

 

In the last five years, there were no denials for applications for deemed exports or reexports involving Japanese 

nationals. 

 

    
 

In 2022, the top approved ECCNs on licenses for Japan were 9A610 for Military Aircraft and Related 

Commodities with 386 approvals, followed by 3A611 for Military Electronics with 243 approvals, and 3E611 

for Technology Required for Military Electronics with 126 approvals.  
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In 2022, the average processing time for applications involving Japan was 17 calendar days. 
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