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Topics of Discussion

• Determining the Export Control 
Classification Number (“ECCN”)
– The Commerce Control List  (“CCL”)

• Self-Classification
• Official Commodity Classification 

Request
–SNAP-R





Why are classifications so 
important?

• Proper classifications prevent:

– Delays in exporting

– Potential violations of the EAR



Commerce Control List (“CCL”)
Part 774, Supplement No. 1

• Contains lists of those items subject to 
the licensing authority of BIS

• Each entry is called an Export Control 
Classification Number (“ECCN”)

• Most items are described in terms of 
their technical parameters



What does Export Control 
Classification Number (“ECCN”) 

tell us? Part 772

• What items are controlled?

• Why BIS controls the item?

• Which destinations will require a license?

– Country Chart in Supp. 1 to part 738, 

• What (if any) list-based license exception 
applies?



The Structure of the ECCN

0  A  018

0 Category

A Product Group

018 Type of Control



Categories of the Commerce Control List

0 Miscellaneous & Nuclear Materials

1
Materials, Chemicals, 
Microorganisms, and Toxins

2 Materials Processing

3 Electronics

4 Computers

5 Part 1-Telecommunication

5 Part 2-Information Security 

6 Sensors & Lasers

7 Navigation & Avionics

8 Marine

9 Aerospace & Propulsion



Product Groups of the 
Commerce Control List

A Systems, Equipment & Components

B Test, Inspection & Production Equipment

C Materials

D Software

E Technology



Type of Controls Associated w/Entry

0 National Security Reasons
1 Missile Technology Reasons
2 Nuclear Nonproliferation Reasons
3 Chemical & Biological Weapons Reasons

Anti-terrorism
Crime Control
Regional Stability
Short Supply
UN Sanctions
Surreptitious Listening

9



Most of the time related items are 
grouped in series

Equipment, 
assemblies 

and 
components Test, 

inspection 
and 

production 
equipment Software

Technology

Materials



How to Read an ECCN entry

• Number and Heading
• License Requirements 

– Reasons For Control
• License Exceptions (List-based)
• List of Items Controlled

– Units
– Related Controls
– Related Definitions
– Items



How to Read an ECCN

Heading:

ECCN & 
Description



How to Read an ECCN

License 
Requirements:

Reasons for 
Control



How to Read an ECCN

License 
Exceptions:

List-Based



How to Read an ECCN

List of 
Items 

Controlled:

Units

Related 
Controls

Related 
Definitions

Items



Please see page 697 in your CFR for this ECCN entry



EAR99 Items

• Items that are not specifically listed on the 
Commerce Control List yet subject to the 
EAR, use the designation EAR99 in place of 
an ECCN.

• This designation may be found at the end 
of every category of the CCL: 

“EAR99   Items subject to the EAR that are not
elsewhere specified in this CCL Category or in
any other category in the CCL are designated

by the number EAR99.”



How can you obtain the ECCN 
of your item?

1. Ask the manufacturer, but verify…

2. Self-classify

• Work with company engineer or 
someone who knows the item

3. Submit formal classification request 
to BIS



An Approach to Self-Classifying 
Items

• Do an index comparison (good starting 
point)

You need to understand the functions & 
characteristics of the item!



Helpful Hints for 
Self-Classification

• Get started early classifying your items
• Understand organization of CCL and 

approaches to classifying items
• Understand the technical parameters of 

our item



How to Request a 
Classification  
File using SNAP-R

• “Best guess” ECCN
• Maximum of six items per request
• Item details

– Manufacturer
– Model/Part number
– Applications
– Specifications

• Include detailed technical specifications
– Pictorial illustration, e.g. sales brochures



Classification: Summary

Determining an ECCN
1. Check with the Manufacturer

2. Work with company engineer/someone who 
knows the item

• CCL is organized in a logical manner 

• ECCN entries are based on the technical 
parameters of an item and contain 
important information regarding export 
controls

3. Submit formal classification request to BIS
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